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May is a good time to think about our environment - even in a year when it’s 
so dry and cold that the Ash trees have hardly woken up yet. This month we 

are thinking about our landscape, our wildlife and our green spaces.  
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We sit at the bottom of a shallow val-
ley. So if we walk almost any path 

out of Martock we get a fi ne view. The new 
planning law tries to protect our views for 
ever.  But this will only happen if the law 
is applied.  And this will only happen if the 
planners know where the views are.

Where are the views?

South Somerset has produced an important 
document called the ‘Martock Peripheral 

Our landscape

Landscape Study’. This tells us where the 
important landscapes are.  We can use 
this to decide which places in the village 
can be built upon without harming the 
landscape.  

The map on the next page is taken from 
the Landscape Study,  The three numbered 
areas are places where buildings will not 
interfere much with the main views across 
the village.  The blue areas are the most 
sensitive and we should not build in them. 

The church and the rec from Ringwell Hill. The houses on the left are new additions 
this year to this view. The recreation ground is an important ‘green space’

The next most sensitive areas are green 
and then yellow. Three proposals to build 
houses on or near ‘blue’ land were turned 
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission
 of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery 
Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown
copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
South Somerset District Council – LA100019471 - 2008
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This map is on page 33 of the Martock peripheral Landscape Study - which is avail-
able at martockplan.org.uk and follow the links to documents

down last in the last year by the Planning 
Inspectors at Foldhill Lane, Stapleton Road 
and Ringwell Hill.  
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Download the green space/
habitat report form and 
email it back to us 

Like the Neighbourhood 
Plan Facebook page. Write 
your comments

Join the Plan email forum to 
find out about the plan as it 
develops.  

Send your emai l  address to  
info@martockplan.org.uk

What are ‘Green Spaces’

All over the village there are public 
spaces where we are all allowed to 

go and that have not been built on. The 
recreation ground is the biggest one. Others 
include churchyards, footpaths, allotments, 
ponds and road verges.  Some are carefully 
managed while others are left wild. We 
may not notice them but we do if they are 
destroyed or damaged. 

Green spaces are important for wildlife. We 
want to try and create more as the village 
gets bigger and also to make sure they are 
joined by wildlife corridors.

So we need help with finding and mapping 
them. Please email and tell us.  Better still 
download the green space report form from 
the website (martockplan.org.uk) and tell 
us all about it - and send a picture.

This Martock green space is not very well-known to humans but it is to blue-
tits who kick up a lot of fuss when you visit. Do you know where it is?

Our footpaths are important green 
spaces

Habitats

Do you know where in Martock to go to 
hear a nightingale, or see orchids, or 

an otter, or spot a soprano pipistrelle?  

The parish is rich in wildlife but not as rich 
as it was. In the eighties we always heard 
the cuckoo throughout the summer.  We 
need to ‘make space for nature’ in the vil-
lage plan.  This often means simple things 
like making sure new gardens are arranged 
next to each other so they form a wildlife 
corridor. 

But first we need to know where the good 
habitats are.  Please help by reporting 
them and what you have seen there. Email 
us and tell us. Photograph them and send 
them to us.  Or download and fill in the 
green space/habitat form from the website 
(martockplan.org.uk) and email it to us.  
We will publish a map on the website.

This little chap is a tiny pair of flying ears. The brown 
long-eared bat is one of the ten species of bat that have 
been seen hanging around the south of Bower Hinton 
in the summer. There are only sixteen native species 
of bat in the whole country, all are protected. Five of 
the Bower Hinton bats are ‘priority species’, including 
this one.

Please help with our environment surveys
Email us about views, green 
spaces and habitats. Include 
photographs

info@martockplan.org.uk

www.MartockPlan.org.uk

www.facebook.com/MartockNHP


